
 In the mail recently, many of you got our church’s 2017 Stewardship Campaign letter.  Exciting stuff, amen?!  …
Amen?   
 Well, at least it’s important, since the goal was encouraging y’all to make pledges toward next year’s operating 
budget.  Churches require funds- of course- for salaries, programs, missions.  And we’ll budget best if we know what’s 
coming in.  So thanks, those who can, for pledging.  But at a deeper level, the annual stewardship campaign’s a chance to 
ponder spiritual growth, whether your income’s growing, cratering or plateaued.  Which may sound strange to claim. 
Money can seem less relevant to faith development than prayer, justice or forgiveness.  For awhile, I believed so too, but 
that changed.  Let me explain. 
 As a young(er) adult, my student loan debt was in the high five figures.  It exceeded six figures after marriage.  
Given our job prospects, that wasn’t crippling.  Many graduates endure bankruptcy too early.  Plus, many without 
degrees find that costs of modern living exceed their earning potential.  So I don’t whine about my debt. 
 Instead, I named it.  “The Second Mortgage” is our joking alias for monthly loan payments, which we’ve 
thankfully been able to make.  Of course, we’ve then had actual mortgage/rent payments, and other budgeted expenses 
(which our debt load helped “encourage” us to minimize!).  Plus, stuff came up regularly that we couldn’t plan for.  All the 
while, we wanted to give money to church and charity too… 
 So how much could we give?  Or should we give?!  FYI, I don’t believe there’s one “proper” way.  The Bible 
provides multiple giving models because God understands that each person’s different; her needs, his stresses, their 
obligations.  For some, tithing (10% of annual income) is miserly.  For others, it’s impossible.   
 Fresh out of school, I struggled, given my bills and debts and need to save for emergencies, retirement, down 
payments.  Yet I felt ashamed I wasn’t “giving enough.”  I wish I hadn’t felt shame; that’s rarely useful.  But it happened. 
Then, I talked to a wise single mother whose story opened my mind and deepened my spirit.   
 She’d had two kids and one income most of their childhoods.  Nevertheless, she believed Christians ought be 
generous.  Indeed, she wanted to tithe, but couldn’t afford it.  So she made tithing a personal goal, her spiritual aspiration 
(rather than an obligation she felt guilty missing).  Which was hard.  It took years of thoughtful decisions, slows increases 
of charitable checks, occasional backsliding, not to mention being hardworking and ambitious so she kept rising at work.  
Thus, one day- praise God- she did it! 
 Now, I haven’t met many people who’re that excited about giving money away.  So her enthusiasm showed me 
that stewardship could be more than “duty”, or bribing God into grace.  It was about showing the world she could do it, 
proving- despite the skeptics and trials- that she could raise generous children, make a difference, even contribute to 
building God’s kingdom on earth. 
 I was impressed.  The level of responsibility that entailed, of self-knowledge and discipline, of living simply and 
maintaining perspective, it was above me.  I had to grow up!  So I stole her idea.  I set a goal of becoming a tither.  Best 
spiritual decision I’ve made. 
 Ever since, the journey’s forced me to think about money maturely- to not avoid problems, to not bathe in shame 
when I overspend, to not spend so others will affirm me.  I’ve failed often.  However, because tithing’s my #1 financial 
goal, I encounter spirituality with every check or credit card purchase, every major expenditure or Netflix/cable contract.  
As a pastor, I frequently encourage y’all to grow in faithfulness, to use your life to help build God’s Kingdom.  I hope to 
follow that advice too!  And what’s worked for me personally, better than prayer or Bible reading, is trying to be a tither. 
 I share that simply to be open.  Perhaps it’s weird to know your pastor finds credit card points more spiritually 
enriching than nighttime devotionals…  I have much yet to learn about faith, amen?!  The point is that when you hear 
about stewardship this month, please know that we’re not trying to sucker you out of as much money as you’ll give us.  
Nor are we judging you.  Whatever you give is always enough for us, because it’s enough for God.  Thank you!   
 Rather, I’m hoping you’ll use that stewardship conversation to ask God to help you grow spiritually.  For what it’s 
worth, tithing works for me.  If that’s tough for you, fine, let’s talk, we’ll find other ways to dig your roots deeper into 
grace.  Nevertheless, I pray you’ll make faith development a priority and not simply come to church habitually, out of 
obligation.  Don’t give that way either.  Try, instead, to open your life more fully to the wonderful ways of God. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Shane 
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First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 



Life has rhythms. 

 

My parrot, Tulsi, gets that. If I sing to her, "When I went 

down to the river to pray ..." and click my fingers, she snaps 

her neck and gyrates to the left, to the right, up and down in 

rhythm. She loves a good tune. She does the same thing 

anytime she hears a certain song from the Plain White Ts or 

another one from Steely Dan, or Katy Perry's "Roar."  

This morning before I got in the car to go to some medical 

appointments about which I was feeling anxious, I noticed 

that the hummingbirds had drained the feeder again, storing 

up for their long flights to destinations more southern, even, 

than ours. While driving, I saw overhead the perfect V-

formation of a couple dozen long-necked geese—one of my 

favorite God-things—also heading southward. When I 

reached my first appointment, I heard tremendous 

honking—the urgent songs of even more long-necked geese 

who were perched on the hillside near the medical building, 

seeming to watch me and call to me as I entered the 

building. I know it's part of the cadence of the seasons, but I 

swear they were saying, "We're with you."  

Have you ever seen normal, ordinary things as special signs? 

I'll admit it, I do it all the time. But then, I've always 

marched to the beat of a different drummer. 

 

As I waited ... and waited ... and waited at the doctor's office, 

I could hear a whoosh-whoosh-whoosh rhythm from the 

next room. It had been more than 20 years since I'd heard 

that sound, but I knew instantly it was the whoosh-whoosh-

whoosh of a baby's heartbeat through an ultrasound. Strong. 

Healthy. Such a beautiful life-rhythm. Such a glorious God-

sound. The "me" in the room washed away. All I could feel 

was joy for that baby and the baby's family. 

 

I went into these appointments anxious, uncertain, worried, 

and preoccupied with self. I came out feeling reassured and 

part of an unbelievable universe, pulsing together. God's got 

us. Her rhythms are perfect and beautiful. Her sounds are all 

around us, reaching out to hold and comfort us; reaching 

within us to let us know that life goes on, reassuringly 

oblivious to our "me"-thoughts. 

 

That's also what choir's about: making music and feeling that 

beat together. Come and join us—we're just gearing up for 

the fall season and the season of Advent. What a beautiful 

time to sing and feel the pulse  

of the universe. 

 

And the beat goes on. 
 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 

Women’s Bible Study and Dinner  

 

The Disciples Women met in August at the home of Fannie 

Ashley who was a terrific hostess.  We gathered in the 

kitchen and helped Fannie get the meal ready.  Then we had 

warm conversation around the table together. After dinner 

we moved into the living room for our bible study. On this 

night it was led by Bobbie Morris and we studied about 

Mary, the extravagant.  We discussed the people in our lives 

who are extravagant in their giving to others and how we 

can be more generous in our daily lives by giving more of 

ourselves in many different ways. Everyone has a gift and 

no two are alike and all gifts are given to us by God. We are 

learning how to be more confident in sharing our gifts 

extravagantly with others.   

Our next meeting is planned for Monday, October 10, 2016 

at the home of Michelle Vilamaa.  Fannie Ashley will be 

leading us on chapter five of our book "Strong was Her 

Faith" by J Ellsworth Kalas.  In chapter five we read from 

Mark 12: 41-44 and talk about “The Mighty Widow”.    

Won’t you come join us?  There will be a sign up sheet on 

the bulletin board in the Great Hall.   

 

Bobbie Morris, Disciples Women 

  

October is traditionally set aside as Stewardship 

Month,  a time the congregation focuses on how we 

can support the 2017 Budget of  

First Christian Church.   

A budget that helps provide the resources for First 

Christian Church to remain and grow as a vibrant, 

loving Servant Church in the Community.  Please 

join us in making this a time of prayer for the 

ministry of First Christian Church and grateful 

reflection on our own blessings.    

Don McCanless 



October 5th  

Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes, Corn Casserole, Garden 

Salad, and Banana Pudding.  

October 12th   

Barbeque, Baked Beans, French Fries, Pound Cake, 

and Ice Cream.  

October 19th  

Lasagna, Garden Salad, Garlic Bread, Chocolate Chip 

Cookies, and Ice Cream.  

October 26th  

Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, 

Garden Salad, Chocolate Cake, and Ice Cream. 

Catered by Dave Wheatcroft 

It is almost that time again for us to host Family Promise, 

a ministry for homeless families who are in transition and 

trying to get back on their feet. FCC partners with several 

other churches in Montgomery, and twice a year we offer 

our facility to be "home" to these families for one week.  

 Our week is coming up: October 16th  through 

October 23.  

 It takes lots of planning and many volunteers to 

handle this ministry and we need your help!  Most of you 

are already familiar with the program, but if you are not 

and would like to learn more please feel free to call me 

at 334-220-9060 or email me 

at kcolson9601@gmail.com.  I will also be happy to offer a 

quick training session (no more than 30 minutes) if 

needed prior to this week.  I can meet with you as a group 

or individually as needed.  The following volunteer 

opportunities are available:  

Dinner Hosts each night : deliver  a m eal for  the 

families to the church by 6:00 pm each day.  You do not 

have to stay with them unless you would like to.   It is 

helpful for a couple of people to work together on the 

dinner so that it is not so much on one person or family.  

Evening Host: Be at the church from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 

p.m. Sunday through Friday and from 5:00 to 8:30 on 

Saturday. The families may need help with their children 

(homework, entertaining, etc.).  If not, you may visit with 

them or you can just bring a book and enjoy some quiet 

time.   

Overnight Host: Simply stay overnight at the 

church.  Come to church by 8:30 pm and leave at 7:00 am 

during the week. Arrive at 9:00 p.m. on Saturday and 

leave at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.  The families leave first 

thing in the morning for work, school and/or the Family 

Promise day center.  Bring your pillow and blankets.  We 

have a single bed at the church or a blow up mattress if 

preferred. 

Set up on Sunday, October  16th follow ing 10:00 

a.m.  worship service. 

Take down on Sunday, October  23 at 8:00a.m . 

(have the children's Sunday school area ready for Sunday 

school at 9:00 a.m.). 

Help washing linens when the week is over. (You will take 

them home after church on Sunday, October 23). 

Help with unlocking the church by 5:30 each day (only 

need someone for Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday at 5:00). 

Thanks so much for considering how you might be able to 

help.  A sign-up sheet is already posted on the board at the 

information desk or feel free to call me or send me an 

email and I will get you signed up. 
 

Kelly Colson  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Trunk or Treat is coming up soon!  

(Sunday, October the 30th to be exact!) Be sure to bring your friends and 

your neighbors – “Why!?” because this will be so much fun that you should 

even invite your cousins!  

All attending  

grown-ups are encouraged to decorate their car trunks and hand out 

Halloween treats.  We'll serve dinner, play Halloween games, laugh, and 

have LOTS of FUN! 

 

  Dinner that night will be hot diggity dogs, chips, and drinks. 

  Kids and Grown-ups: Dress up in a funny, spooky, or ridiculous costumes 

and remember to bring a BIG treat bag! 

 If your not able to decorate your vehicle we could always use  

extra candy!  


